Gardens report for 2008 AGM

The highlight of the gardening year was the award to the Association of a Certificate of Excellence in the Ferring in Bloom competition. It was most rewarding to know that our efforts to maintain attractive garden sites for the benefit of the village was so well appreciated.  We shall continue to participate in the competition this year. 

We have formalized the arrangement with West Sussex County Council for the licensing of the garden sites which we maintain on their behalf.  Those licenses now have been obtained.  During the course of this exercise we discovered that the garden site at East Onslow Close was not owned by West Sussex County Council but was, in fact, private land owned by several of the properties in the Close.  As a result of this we have handed back to the owners the responsibility for maintenance of that site.
The garden site by the shops, in front of the Pantiles, is privately owned and has now been ceded over to Parish Council legally. The Parish Council have therefore taken over the cutting of the grass.

All of our other sites are still in need of reduction of growth in order to improve appearances and invigorate the plants. This will mean another year of effort to shape and redesign while continuing to maintain grass and shrub growth. This sort of effort is quite normal when faced with ageing plants and inevitably will change the appearance of some areas. With income again looking consistent with last year we will try to keep our expenditure within the income we receive so the plans started last year will continue during 2008.

This year we are renewing the remaining paved area at Highdown which will greatly improve this small but important site.

The Clover Lane site will need to be improved by further reduction of growth and consideration is being given to the removal of the old paving and planting low maintenance ground cover.

The Langbury Lane site will have some more new plantings at the Western End.

The remaining sites at Ocean Drive and the Grove will continue as usual.

Finally, the additional voluntary contributions that you make with your annual roads subscription will always be welcome and provide the funding for the maintenance of our garden sites.  You may have seen several of the seats along Pattersons Walk and in other places that have been bequeathed in memory of former residents.  If you wish to make a memoriam for someone may we make a suggestion to you and ask you to consider doing so by a bequest to the Association to assist in future maintenance or for new plants or shrubs on our sites.  You may even wish to make a bequest in your Will to help us in the future to maintain the beautiful rural atmosphere of our village. 

Trevor Hill

