2008 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Once again the Committee have had a busy year as you may have seen from the Minutes of our meetings which are displayed on the three notice boards in the village and are available on our website for those of you that have signed up to modern technology.

Our Treasurer’s report will confirm that we are in a sound financial position with an increased number of members paying their dues this year.  For the first time in several years we achieved more than 90% paid up members.  Our Roads Chairman will tell you the programme for this year’s maintenance and confirm we are on schedule with our ten year programme.  Our Gardens member will tell you of our success in the Ferring in Bloom initiative and the ongoing work on our garden sites.

Your Committee has a representative on the Parish Police Forum.  Through that body we have supported the introduction of the “Cold Calling Zone” for the whole village which is the first in the County.  Normally a Cold Calling Zone is created for a single street but it was decided, because of the potential vulnerability of so many of our residents, to include the whole village.  Through the Forum we are trying to expand the NeighbourHood Watch scheme to cover every road in the village.  So if your road is not in the scheme already and you are prepared to act as a co-ordinator for a few houses near you then please let us know or inform the police office in the village which is open every weekday morning. 

Your Committee is represented on the Parish Council Highways Group and through that group are continuing to pressure West Sussex County Council, who are the Highway Authority for all the roads in the village, to provide a better service than we are receiving at present.  This Group are trying also to solve the many traffic problems in the village not least of which is the parking problem.

As you will know we, together with the Ferring Conservation Group, published a joint initiative to bring to the attention of all the residents of the village the harm being done to our village by the indiscriminate development that is taking place.  We urged residents to take action against those Planning Applications which are not in the best interests of the village and to make our two Arun District Councillors aware of our concerns so that they can properly represent our views where it matters on the Council.  Our publication fortuitously coincided with the Application for a development in the Conservation area of Ferring Street but was not intended solely for that purpose.  We would urge you all to be vigilant and to respond to any Planning Applications in your area that are not to the benefit of the village.  We must keep up the pressure on this topic otherwise our village will quickly become a concrete jungle and no longer the idyllic rural environment that it used to be.

Whilst on the subject of Planning Applications I was very pleased to see that the national government have, at last, responded to the pleas of Ferring.  As you know for some years we have been asking residents not to pave or concrete their drives or expand their patios because we are creating a problem by reducing the area available for natural seepage of rainwater.  I understand the government now is considering introducing legislation which will require such development nationally to be subject of Planning Control. 

I have been asked by the WRVS to make an appeal on their behalf for drivers for their “Meals on Wheels” deliveries in Ferring and the surrounding area.  If any of you would like to volunteer for this worthy cause please let me know and I will pass on the details.

Needless to say that again this year there have been no volunteers to offer their services to serve on the Committee.  As a result there has had to be a certain amount of arm-twisting in order to be able to present to you eleven names as Committee members for the forthcoming year.  At next year’s AGM we shall need at least four new members so please don’t be shy.  Come and join us you will be surprised just how much fun it can be.

Finally may I say a personal thank you to all the members of the Committee for the past year.  They have all worked very hard and supported me in all my endeavours on your behalf.  In particular I must thank Janet Porter, our Road Wardens Member, for the way in which she has organised and worked with our many volunteer Road Wardens to whom we are all indebted.  Unfortunately Janet has completed her three years on the Committee so must leave us.  Her efforts on behalf of our Association are appreciated greatly.

