FERRING RESIDENTS’ & OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held in Ferring Village Hall

on Tuesday 10th June 2008 at 7pm.

Acting Chairman:  Dave Hammond
Attendees:  Trevor Martin, Sally Hutchinson, Angela Davis, Chris Headon, Trevor Hill, Margaret Metcalf, Ian Phillips and Diana Wood.
Phil Carter also attended.
1.
Apologies for absence:  Wg Cdr Les Anderson, Sue Dixon and Angela Fisher.
2.
Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on Tuesday 13th May 2008 were agreed with no matters arising.

3.
 Treasurer’s Report.

Trevor Martin passed round copies of the accounts to 31st May 2008. So far this year we have received 883 subscriptions. He also confirmed that the Corporation Tax Refund return had been submitted on 28th May 2008. 
4.  
Membership Report

Angela Davis reported that once she has the final subscription figures up to the end of June she will be in a position to organise the printing of the Reminder Letters to be sent to all residents who have not paid.  They will then be ready to go out to Road Wardens for distribution by mid-July.

5. Roads Report
Chris Headon reported that the surfacing work is now all completed and we have come in under our original budget due to very close monitoring and good communication. 

Twelve site tours have been conducted during the road works programme and he was pleased to have noticed the excellent standard of workmanship by our subcontractor. A request was received to have the garden site ready in North Ferring for the open day and everyone worked hard to achieve this.

Gully cleaning, road markings and joint sealing started on the 9th June and are ongoing to the end of this week. More gully cleaning will be carried out later in the year.

  He stated that this was a very busy time and he had received a number of telephone calls and emails from residents during the resurfacing period.  Any problems were immediately looked into and residents are requested to be tolerant of contractors working in difficult conditions with constant traffic up and down the roads. He was pleased to confirm that he received a number of phone calls and emails from residents to thank the Association for the good work carried out. This was much appreciated as the committee are all volunteers and give their time willingly.

After meeting many residents in the areas that have been resurfaced this year Chris wanted to emphasise how important it is that everyone understands the drainage problems we are facing. Just a simple drain / gravel area dug by a few owners could save the Association so much money and solve so many drainage problems. One local resident in particular has removed an old fully paved area which was joining the road and her property and replaced it with a coloured stone area.  This is just the action we want to encourage.

He would like residents to consider that they may well wish to place kerbs or hard paving to the road side edge of their property but he would like to ask them to just give a thought to where the water that used to drain in that area now goes.

At this point Margaret Metcalf suggested that we put a separate Notice on all FROA Notice Boards to give more details of the above to residents.  Chris Headon agreed to organise this and will send a draft copy to the Chairman.

A vote of thanks was given by Dave Hammond to both Chris Headon and Ralph Olesen, our Roads Consultant, for all their hard work and this was heartily supported by the rest of the committee.

6.
Road Warden’s Report

Margaret Metcalf confirmed that she had circulated a letter to all Road Wardens to introduce herself as the new Road Wardens’ representative.
This resulted in a number of phone calls to welcome her in this post which were very gratefully received and a further 8 wardens advised her of their email address which is extremely helpful.

She also confirmed that one of the Road Wardens had advised her that he had reported a missing name board at the west end of Beehive Lane.  It was confirmed that this is not the responsibility of the FROA and any such problems should be reported to the Ferring Parish Council Office for the attention of Arun District Council.  
7.
Garden’s Report

Trevor Hill  confirmed that all sites are ready for Ferring in Bloom on 30th June with the route having been confirmed as being past Ocean Drive Highdown Way/Langbury Lane and Ferring Street sites.

The work required has been largely completed and volunteers are helping with the removal of marestail at Ocean Drive.  Also there has been some new planting at Langbury Lane by residents in the vicinity from left overs from the open gardens success.

He reported that he is concerned about the railway fence behind the Langbury Lane site and has written to Network Rail advising them that we shall be removing the large “shrub” in the South Western corner which could lead to greater access concerns. In the autumn, once the area is cleared, we can then look to plan some more appealing plants. The Clover Lane and Langbury Lane sites are beginning to get back to shape but as he advised last year we are still on a three year turn round of improvement.

8.
Publicity
Sue Dixon was unable to attend and there was nothing to report.
9.       AOB

A draft reply to the letter from the solicitor for Mr J. R. Allen, MBE, dated 7th May, was circulated and discussed. With a minor change for a typographic error the draft was approved for the Chairman to sign and despatch.
10.
Date of next meeting: Tuesday 8th July   2008
Meeting closed at: 8.40 pm.
Secretary:  Sally Hutchinson
