FERRING ROADS SCHEME ASSOCIATION

Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held in Ferring Village Hall on Tuesday 9th February 2009 at 7p.m.

Chairman: Les Anderson

Attendees: Diana Wood, Margaret Metcalf, Janet Porter, Trevor Hill, Stuart Salter, Dave Hammond, Sue Dixon, Chris Headon and Trevor Martin

1.  Apologies Ian Phillips

2. Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee meeting held on 19th January were agreed.  Matters arising:

Margaret Metcalf and Stuart Salter were thanked for all their efforts to produce the pamphlets for associate members, which they  had sorted into various areas in the village and which were then given to committee members to deliver.

3. Treasurer’s Report

Trevor Martin produced the accounts up to the end of January and said that the accounts had been audited by Mr Michael Bungard and approved.  The Committee agreed an honorarium of £75 to be given to Michael as a token of our thanks.

It was flagged up by the Chairman that we had taken monies from our reserves last December to pay for the cleaning out of the drains and soakaways in advance of the monies expected to come in during 2010; this meant that £20,000 of 2010 contributions would need to go back into the repairs fund and £30,000 into the major roads fund.

Although, from the figures, it looked as though very few contributions had been received during January, this was probably because the letters requesting payments were delivered to residents later than last year.  

4. Membership report
Janet Porter acknowledged that she had failed to put a few late payers on to the list of those who had paid their contributions.  She would arrange for a correction to go into the notice boards.

5. Roads Report

Chris Headon wanted to thank all the road wardens who had notified him or Margaret Metcalf about the various potholes they had spotted in their roads.  With Trevor Hill’s help, those potholes had been filled – there was just one still to be repaired.  We felt very pleased that our roads were so much better, after the harsh weather, than the roads outside the village – especially those into Worthing where several potholes had appeared.

6.  Road Warden’s Report

Margaret Metcalf said that the letters asking for contributions were with her road wardens by 23rd January.  The mail merge had functioned better than last time, but there was still a glitch, which Janet and Trevor Hill thought could be resolved.

7.  Gardens Report

Trevor Hill still had no confirmation that Ferring Parish Council had completed a contract with Ferring Nurseries for 2010; he suggested that our contribution of £1,500 should be given to the Council in 3 tranches of £500 in April, September and January 2011. This is for our garden sites at Clover Lane, Langbury Lane, Ferring Street and Highdown Way.  The Committee agreed.  Trevor said that he had agreed with David Farley that he will continue with the garden sites at The Grove and Ocean Drive for £1,530.

8. Publicity

Stuart Salter had nothing to report. 

9.AOB
1. A resident had raised the question of insurance in respect of the weather in the recent bad weather – would our insurance cover any liability of a frontager where a passer-by fell and injured himself on the icy road?  The chairman would contact our insurance company to obtain a definitive answer.

2. Ferring Village Fair.  This would be on Saturday 19 June at the Glebe under the auspices of Ferring Football Club.  The Parish Council would support the event but were not sponsoring it.  It was expected that there would be various marquees and competitions.  After discussion it was agreed that our Association did not need to be represented in any way.

3. Planning permission had been given in respect of Frost’s Garage in Ferring Street for the conversion into 2 offices (thought to be a roofing company) and a pottery/painting café. It looked as though the request for a footpath across the forecourt had been refused.

4. From a meeting of the A259 Committee it looked as though a traffic regulation Order for Ferring village did exist, from 1937.  Efforts would be made to track this down.  It is possible that the Order could then be updated to ensure a 30m.p.h. speed limit throughout the village, which the police would be able to enforce. It would  be necessary to have 30m.p.h. road signs erected, which our Association would be prepared to fund.  The Parish Council would be asked to ensure that West Sussex County Council updated any such Order and in fact amended it so as to require a lower speed limit of 20m.p.h.  Otherwise there would be an obvious contradiction between the 20m.p.h. painted on the roads, and the 30m.p.h. signs standing on the verges.

5. The outfall drain into the sea at the bottom of Sea Lane, Ferring, is the responsibility of West Sussex County Council and was due to be repaired during 2010.  This date has been postponed (again) for budgetary reasons, until 2012.  This important drain takes surface water from the length of Sea Lane and affects all the properties in that area.

10. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 9th March 2010 at 7p.m.

Meeting closed at 8.50p.m.                    Secretary: Diana Wood

