FERRING RESIDENTS’ & OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held in Ferring Village Hall

on Tuesday 13th February 2007 at 7pm.

Chairman:  Wg Cdr Les Anderson
Attendees: Sallie Suggett, David Hammond, Sally Hutchinson, Clyde Fordyce, Angela Davis, Ian Phillips, Janet Porter, Phil Marshall, Trevor Hill and Diana Wood.

Timothy Baldwin also attended as a prospective committee member.  
1.
Apologies for absence: Ken Mitchell 
2.
Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee meeting held 

on Tuesday 9th January 2007 were agreed with no matters arising.

3.
 Treasurer’s Report.

Clyde Fordyce handed round copies of the accounts to the end of January 2007 and the Summary of Accounts year ending 31st December 2006.  He reported that 609 members paid their 2007 subscriptions in January and 38 members have paid so far in February.

4.  
Membership Report
Angela Davis has now successfully updated the database in order to send out the document providing members of the Association with details of the income for 2006.
This list was discussed generally and it was noted that a couple of alterations needed to be made for next year’s edition but it was agreed that this was a successful undertaking.

There was a discussion on the request from a resident that individual names be put on letters instead of the words ‘dear resident’.  This however is impractical due to the rapid turnover of properties and the subsequent difficulty of keeping the correct names up to date.  If a previous owner’s name was on the envelope then this would probably not be opened by the new owner who would have taken over the responsibility of paying the subscription.
It was however decided that when sending out future Subscription Notices we will be asking for details of the payee’s address and ID to be written clearly on the back of the cheque.
The committee then discussed the possibility of asking for a higher ‘business rate’ payment from large businesses in the Village to cover the damage caused by delivery lorries and this will be talked about further at the March meeting.
5.
Roads Report
Sally Suggett reported that the annual survey of our roads by our Consultant was expected to take place later this month, after which the provisional programme for this year would be formulated.
Les Anderson reported that the road sign at the North end of Oval Way will be replaced by Arun District Council in April.

Arun District Council have also looked into the possibility of replacing the cul de sac signs at the end of Green Park and Orchard Close but have stated they will not replace these.  They do not have any objection to residents replacing these themselves.

The committee then discussed the problem at the new development at 2 Beehive Lane.  There was a large amount of mud and stones deposited on the road outside the site as far as the Pantiles by a contractor’s lorry on Saturday 10th February. Les Anderson had been contacted by residents who were concerned about this.  As this appeared to be a Safety issue as well as a nuisance to local residents and drivers Arun District Council and West Sussex District Council were contacted. ADC and WSCC refused to offer any assistance.  This raised again the legal status of our roads and the responsibilities for them by the various authorities including the police.  This matter is now being pursued jointly with Ferring Parish Council
6.
Road Warden’s Report

Janet Porter reported that most of the leaflets providing members of the Association with details of the income for 2006 had now been delivered by the Road Wardens. 

 She also mentioned that the road just outside the driveway of 2 Downview Avenue has crumbled.  This part of the road had not been resurfaced last summer because of work going on at the property opposite but the road has now deteriorated.  Sallie Suggett agreed to pass this information on to our road contractor.
7.
Garden’s Report
Trevor Hill reported that he had discussed the possibility of financial assistance from the Parish District Council as our gardens’ income is very stretched.  The Council appeared to be agreeable to this and he is now hopeful that they will pay for a new seat at the Pantiles plus a small grant towards basic gardening work.  As there is a lot of work to be done on the gardens this year they would like a report on our plans.   Our current contractor has now confirmed that he is no longer interested in this contract and the Ferring Country Centre unfortunately are unable to take on any work this year.  However, they might be able to take on some work in 2008.  Trevor is still waiting to receive quotes from two other contractors and will report back to the committee on this. 
8.
Publicity
Ian Phillips advised the committee that he is now ready for copy for the next Newsletter and he would like to receive everything by the end of the week.  

Les Anderson reminded the committee that the Newsletter will go out with the Calling Notice for the AGM (12th May 2007).  Both these need to be back from the printers by lst April.  He advised us that he will discuss the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the Newsletter and also the Publicity Campaign asking residents who walk at night, particularly in black or dark clothes, to wear Day-glo arm bands etc or to use dog collars with Day-glo on their dogs.  Ian agreed to investigate where these bands can be obtained and the possibility of making them available to buy at the local stores.
9.
AOB
Diana Wood reported that she had written to Cllr David Hill, Chairman of ADC planning committee regarding our request for a deposit being added to all future planning applications that might adversely affect the condition of our roads.  She subsequently spoke to him on the phone and he confirmed that the planning committee were not able to set a precedent and were therefore unable to comply with our request. 
Timothy Baldwin advised that the concrete area at the junction of Highdown Way and Downview Road, where the north section notice board is located, is in a bad state of repair and Sallie Suggett confirmed that she will refer this to our road contractor.
Sally Hutchinson advised the committee that she had been contacted by Katherine McGlinchey, reporter for the Worthing Herald who has recently taken over the Ferring area.  She has asked that if the committee or anyone from the village has something they think might make a story, then she would be pleased to hear from them. (Tel: 01903 282358/www.worthingtoday.co.uk)

Les Anderson passed to the Committee copies of the list of annual 
percentage of non-payments of subscriptions, by roads, for 2006.  As a 
result of the letter circulated in October six of the eight roads then 
at risk of being excluded from the road maintenance scheme had paid 
sufficient dues so that they no longer were at risk.  However Langbury 
Close and Polperro Close still were at risk.  He will write to each of 
the residents in these two roads and if they fail to meet our criteria 
in 2007 they will be considered for expulsion in January 2008.
10.
Date of next meeting: 13th March 2007
Meeting closed at: 8.45 pm
Secretary:  Sally Hutchinson  
