2007 Annual General Meeting:  Chairman’s Report.

I can report that in its 75th year the Ferring Residents’ and Owners’ Association is in a very healthy state; we have even had a couple of volunteers to be on our Committee which makes a change from our norm of having to pressgang members.


You may be interested to note that we have our website up and running and now put a copy of the monthly meeting Minutes on our website.  A copy of the minutes of this AGM also will be there.  Already this has proved useful not only by keeping our own members better informed of our activities but also for families outside Ferring looking for information prior to moving here. 


Our Treasurer will report on the state of our finances which show that for the first time in several years the number of members who did not pay their annual subscription was less than 10%.  This year we have not had to recommend any roads for expulsion from the Maintenance Scheme as a result of a persistent high percentage of non-payers but there are three roads under threat next January unless their record improves.  We can support no longer the high percentage of non-payers that we have in the past.  Next January, as in January of this year, we shall be publishing to all members a list of all contributions received in 2007 by the Association.


The Roads Chairman will report on this year’s programme which, we hope, has been conducted without the complaints we received, quite justifiably, last year.  Our consultants have done an excellent job of ensuring that we are getting a good, hard-wearing road surface from our contractor at a very keenly negotiated price.


The Gardens Chairman will report on the major efforts he has been making this year to bring our gardens budget under tighter control whilst, at the same time, maintaining the high standard of our garden sites.


We have supported Ferring Parish Council and Sussex Police in a joint attempt to spread the umbrella of the NeighbourHood Watch scheme so that every road in Ferring is covered.  We have not yet achieved 100% cover so if any of you feel you wish to volunteer to take on a civic duty which will take very little of your time but will have a substantial reward then please offer to become NeighbourHood Watch Co-ordinator for your street.


Throughout the winter months in particular, but it is just as relevant now with the lighter evenings, there have been a number of reports of “near misses” of vehicles and pedestrians frequently those walking their dogs late in the evening.  The usual cause for this is that the walker is wearing dark clothes and cannot easily be seen by the driver.  Again as a joint venture with the Parish Council and Sussex Police we would urge you always to wear a reflective jacket or, at least, armband when out walking after dark and have a reflective jacket on your dog also.


Now to the perennial subject of the so-called private roads in Ferring.  There is only one private road in Ferring of which I am aware and that is the entrance into the Bluebird Cafe.  All the other roads for which the Residents’ Association has a maintenance responsibility are defined legally as Private Streets.  This means they are public highways over which members of the public have right of access but the road is maintained privately not by the County Council.  Vehicles using these Private Streets are subject to the Road Traffic Act in the same way as on any other road.  FROA is entitled to erect traffic signs, for example Stop, Give Way, No Parking, etc, subject to national regulations.  The Private Road signs which have appeared on some of our roads have not been placed by FROA and are not legal.


You may wish to note, as some of you have found out already to your cost, that the police are paying particular attention to illegal parking on double yellow lines in Ferring.  Our Community Support Officer is patrolling regularly and issuing parking tickets whenever she finds a vehicle not complying with the law.  You have been warned.


On another subject related to this you should be aware that the Police Station in Ferring now is manned every weekday morning.  Please report to them any incidents which may occur.  In this way they can build a picture of developing crime and be able to deal with it as well as respond to active events.  They can respond only if they have information given to them.  To help them improve the service they provide for our village we must help ourselves by helping them to keep Ferring a quiet, peaceful, law-abiding village.


As this is the 75th anniversary of the Association it might be appropriate to mark the occasion in some way.  As the current trend is to Go Green perhaps planting a tree might fit the bill.  I would appreciate it if any of you with suggestions on this topic would drop me a note and let me have your ideas.


Now I must have the annual whinge.  This time it is about wheelie bins.  Several members have contacted me about wheelie bins being left outside properties, sometimes for days, after the refuse collection.  Apparently some people leave them outside permanently.  In the interest of keeping Ferring tidy and reducing the hazard caused may I urge you all to bring in your wheelie bin as soon as possible after it has been emptied.  Thank you.


Finally I would like to thank the members of the Executive Committee for the able support they have given me over the past year.  They have kept me on the straight and narrow path and were not hesitant in coming forward to tell me when I was getting things wrong.  I thank them all and in particular the members who are retiring from the Committee because they have completed their term in office.  Each of them has done a fantastic job over three years and the village has benefited from their efforts.  On your behalf I thank them all.  

